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On-line International Summer School 

«The Past Defining Our Future – Forming National Strategies of Memory and Oblivion». 

 

The themes of historical memory, overcoming the traumas of wars and conflicts, the 

reconciliation of divided communities are key for the summer schools of the Ivanovo Centre of 

Gender Studies (ICGS). The schools conducted in 2014, 2015, and 2016 were devoted to those 

issues. 2020 is the year of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the end of World War II and we planned 

to hold the school in Spain, a country that has survived the civil war and the dictatorship of Franco, 

in the city of Alcala de Henares near the Valley of the Fallen. These circumstances have 

determined the choice of the theme of our ninth international summer school, which will be our 

contribution to the commemoration of the Second World War and the related conflicts. As a part 

of the school's program the most sensitive and traumatic consequences of wars are planned to be 

discussed and analyzed. What do we remember, and what are we trying to forget at the level of 

national memory? How does it affect our national identity? What impact does it make on gender 

relations in the post-conflict societies? How does it affect the development of civil society, 

women's organizations, gender studies? Can society move into the future and modernize without 

rethinking and overcoming the post-war trauma?  

The international group of lecturers representing different European countries with 

different historical memories and traditions of the memorialization of World War II and its 

consequences will try to answer these questions. They will also be addressed during collective 

discussions and round tables with participants. 

Goals:  

to present the experience  of different European countries and regions in the reconciliation of 

divided societies after the wars to the participants 

- to teach participants to use the gender analysis in the elaboration of the approaches to 

peacebuilding and conflict resolution 

- to discuss national strategies of war conflicts commemoration and the role of civil society in 

overcoming of post-war traumas 

Target group: 

 Researchers, teachers, representatives of civil society, and all those who care about the problems 

of development of their countries, regions, and Europe as a whole from NIS and Europe 

 

Methodology: The program will be structured as a series of webinars conducted by lecturers and 

moderators on Zoom platform. The classes are from 10.30 to 13.00 from Monday to Friday by 

Moscow time. The program will be organized in the way of helping to transform offline classes 

to their online versions with maximum maintenance of the unique atmosphere of our previous 



summer schools based on cooperation and interaction. So short lectures and presentations (20-30 

min) will be combined with work in small groups in working rooms as Zoom platform allows it 

and with frontal discussions and videos. Moderators will help lecturers to react to comments in 

chat and to structure frontal discussions. A reader with texts will be prepared for the summer 

school and send to the participants in advance. The participants will also work in small groups 

online to prepare their group projects. The limited number of participants (20-25) will allow 

lecturers and trainers to pay attention to the individual needs and interests. 

 

All classes will be recorded and saved in a cloud storage, so all the participants will have the access 

to them in case they have missed the class or simply in case, they would like to watch them again. 

The final Round table and project’s presentations will be in a week after the courses in order to 

give time for the participants to prepare their final group projects.  

During the summer school, the participants will prepare group projects (4-5 participants in the 

group). They will be asked to write an extended essay (5-6 pages) answering one of the main 

questions above:  

 What do we remember, and what are we trying to forget at the level of national memory? 

 How does it affect our national identity?  

What impact does it make on gender relations in the post-conflict societies?  

How does it affect the development of civil society, women's organizations, gender studies?  

Can society move into the future and modernize without rethinking and overcoming the post-war 

trauma? 

The process of writing these essays will contribute to the collective reflection of the school 

problematic and elaboration of the common position of the participants from different countries of 

the region. They can finalize their essays in 4 days after the lectures using working rooms and 

Google docs. After that, the essays will be sent for peer-review in other groups (two days will be 

given for that) in order to get acquainted with different approaches and prepare for the final 

discussion. The last day of the school participants will present their essays and share their thoughts 

and ideas. Those participants who will pass the full program will receive a certificate of 

completion. 

Teaching will be in English and in Russian, translation will be provided 

 

Project timeline: 

Course Duration – 3 weeks, July 13.07 – 31.07 

Courses: 

13.07 - From francism to democracy: what has not been overcome yet? – Jean Diaz –Guijarro 

Hayes, Universidad Autónoma de Madrid  

 14.07 - Why is Spanish feminism different? -  Bakea Alonzo Fernandez,  Fundación CEPAIM, 

Madrid University  

15.07 – The evolution of the World War II commemoration in Eastern Europe:: what can and 

cannot be remembered? – Nikolai Vukov, Bulgarian Academy of Science 

16.07 – Gender aspects of war representation in modern culture: how do they influence our 

collective memory and gender relations? – Prof. Ingrid Sharp, Leeds University 

https://www.researchgate.net/institution/Universidad_Autonoma_de_Madrid


17.07, 20.07 - Gender-based violence in armed conflicts as a blind spot in armed conflicts - J. 

Garraio, Center for Social Research, University of Coimbra, Portugal                    

21.07 - How does the memory of World War II affect modern Germany? - prof. Ulrika Auga, 

Humbolt University in Berlin  

22.07 – 27.07 – writing collective essays in small groups using working rooms in zoom platform 

and Google classroom 

28/07 -30/07 – essays peer-review in other groups 

31.07 – round-table discussion – “Wars and pandemics: how do we survive and commemorate 

collective traumas?” presentations of the essays, final reflection, and closing session 

  

The working languages are English and Russian. English/Russian translation will be provided 

The cost of the programme – 100 eur (for participants from Armenia participation is free) 

 

The deadline for applications is June 1. 

For additional information please apply to icgs@inbox.ru  

Application form 

First name, last name 

Workplace, position, sphere of scientific interests 

Age 

Contacts 

Why do you want to take part in our Summer school 

Your English level 

 


