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Course and Examination Fact Sheet: Autumn Semester 2022
3,660: Kulturen/Cultures: Parenting - Cross-Cultural Perspectives
ECTS credits: 6

Overview examination/s
(binding regulations see below)
Decentral - Portfolio (100%)
Examination time: term time

Attached courses
Timetable -- Language -- Lecturer

3,660,1.00 Kulturen/Cultures: Parenting - Cross-Cultural Perspectives -- Englisch -- Sieben Anna

Course information

Course prerequisites

None.

Learning objectives

Upon successful completion of the course, students will have learned to

® describe cultural differences as well as similarities in parenting without falling into cultural stereotypes.
® reflect on the influence of scientific knowledge on parental beliefs and practices.
® interpret parental experiences using interview material and to frame these interpretations in terms of cultural psychology.

Course content

Parenthood is a universal phenomenon, but it is lived very differently depending on the cultural context. This makes it an
exciting field for cultural psychological research and debate. In this seminar we will learn about different forms of parenthood
based on empirical studies and discuss what this diversity actually means for society.

Special attention is given to the phenomenon of "intensive parenting", which has been described as the dominant cultural
framework for parenting in the last 20 years. Intensive parenting is defined as a mindset that makes parents, especially mothers,
feel particularly responsible for the cognitive, social and emotional development of their children. What this means for parents,
but also for children, is first traced in empirical studies and then critically discussed. The phenomenon of intensive parenting is a
particularly good example of how ideas of good or bad parenting change over time and what influence scientific knowledge has
on these ideas. Using research papers, we then look at whether intensive parenting is actually a cross-cultural phenomenon. In
this seminar, we will explore literature on parenting but also approach the topic by reading excerpts from interviews with
parents, diary entries or contributions in online forums together.

Course structure and indications of the learning and teaching design

The course is taught as a weekly seminar with 12 sessions. In the first half of each session there will be a theoretical input in the
form of a short lecture and students will present a research paper. In the second part we will look at empirical material in group
work. This includes in particular interview excerpts with parents from Germany and Turkey (translated into English), but also
online available information materials for parents or in some cases diary entries of parents. Students will produce their own
interpretation of an interview excerpt following these interpretive exercises in the seminar.

Contextual Studies are considered part of Contact Learning; thus, taking part properly implies regular attendance. It is the
students' own responsibility to ensure that there is no timetable clash between the courses they have chosen. A detailed course
outline and all relevant documents will be made available onStudynet. -
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Course literature
Course literature includes but is not limited to:
Introduction:

e Kagitcibasi, C. (2007). Family, self, and human development across cultures: Theory and applications. Erlbaum.
® Lee, E,, Bristow, ], Faircloth, C. & Macvarish, J. (2014). Parenting Culture Studies. Houndsmill: Palgrave Macmillan.

Parenting & Culture:

® Kagitcibasiy, C. & Ataca, B. (2005). Value of Children and Family Change: A Three-Decade Portrait From Turkey. Applied
Psychology 54 (3), 317--337.

® Madianou, M. & Miller, D. (2011). Mobile phone parenting: Reconfiguring relationships between Filipina migrant mothers
and their left-behind children. New Media & Society 13(3), 457-470.

® Phoenix, A., & Seu, B. (2013). Negotiating daughterhood and strangerhood: Retrospective accounts of serial migration.
Feminism and Psychology, 23 (3), 299-316.

® Bach, D. & Christensen, S. (2016). Battling the Tiger Mother: Pre-School Reform and Conflicting Norms of Parenthood in
Singapore. Children & Society.

Parenting, Gender & Class:

® Miller, Tina (2011). Falling back into gender? Men's narratives and practices around first-time fatherhood. Sociology, 45 (6),
1094-1109.

® Harman, V. & Cappellini, B. (2015).Mothers on display: lunchboxes, social class and moral accountability.Sociology, 49/4, 1-
18.

® Higginson, Joanna Gregson (1998). Competitive Parenting: The Culture of Teen Mothers. Journal of Marriage and the Family 60,
135-149.

Intensive parenting:

® Wall, Glenda (2010). Mothers' experiences with intensive parenting and brain development discourse. Women's Studies
International Forum 33, 253-263.

® O'Connor, C. & Joffe, H. (2013). Media representations of early human development: Protecting, feeding and loving the
developing brain. Social Science & Medicine 97, 297--306.

® Faircloth, C. (2013). Militant lactivism?: attachment parenting and intensive motherhood in the UK and France. Berghahn Books.

More details about literature will be announced on StudyNet.
Additional course information
Anna Sieben started this semester as Associate Professor of Cultural and Social Psychology at the University of St. Gallen. With a

background in psychology, her research focuses on large crowds, parenting in cultural comparison, and the use of psychological
knowledge in everyday life.

Examination information
Examination sub part/s

1. Examination sub part (1/1)

Examination time and form
Decentral - Portfolio (100%)
Examination time: term time

Remark

Examination-aid rule
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Portfolio
A portfolio is a mixed examination form (not a selective individual examination), which is made up as follows:
® The portfolio examination comprises at least three individual examination parts;

® The individual components are connected with each other or build on each other, at least one component is dedicated to
self-reflection and the learning process;

® The examination parts also function as a collection of material or artefacts;
® They must cover a period of at least one semester;

® The portfolio contains written and oral examination parts (e.g. essays, term papers, presentations, moderation, written
work);

® Performances can be provided individually or in groups; a combination of individual components and group
performances is possible;

® The examination parts can be graded or ungraded;
® Ungraded components are either pass/fail (according to certain criteria) or submitted/not submitted (without criteria);
® The combined examination parts result in an (overall) grade.

Written work must be written without outside help according to the known citation standards, and a declaration of authorship
must be attached, which is available as a template on the StudentWeb.

Documentation (quotations, bibliography, etc.) must be carried out universally and consistently according to the requirements of
the chosen/specified citation standard (e.g. APA or MLA).

The legal standard is recommended for legal work (by way of example, cf. FORSTMOSER, P., OGOREK R. et SCHINDLER B.,
Juristisches Arbeiten: Eine Anleitung fiir Studierende, newest edition respectively, or according to the recommendations of the
Law School).

The reference sources of information (paraphrases, quotations, etc.) that has been taken over literally or in the sense of the
original text must be integrated into the text in accordance with the requirements of the citation standard used. Informative and
bibliographical notes must be included as footnotes (recommendations and standards can be found, for example, in METZGER,
C., Lern- und Arbeitsstrategien, newest edition respectively).

For all written work at the University of St.Gallen, the indication of page numbers is mandatory, regardless of the standard
chosen. Where page numbers are missing in sources, the precise designation must be made differently: chapter or section title,
section number, article, etc.

Presentations/Moderation: In presentations, aids for visual presentation can be used. These aids can be specified or restricted by
the faculty members.

Practical examination: There is no provision for an examination aid regulation for this examination form. The rules and
regulations of the University of St.Gallen apply in a subsidiary capacity.

Supplementary aids

Examination languages
Question language: English
Answer language: English

Examination content

Portfolio includes three parts:
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1. Presentation: in groups - all given the same grades, group presents one research article in detail, 20 %

2. Written interpretation of interview excerpt, including self-reflection of standpoint as interpreter, length of interview
excerpt: 0.5-1 page, length of interpretation: 5.000 characters including spaces, 20 %

3. Examination paper written at home (individual), 18.000 characters including spaces, 60 %

Examination relevant literature
Course literature published on StudyNet.

Please note

Please note that only this fact sheet and the examination schedule published at the time of bidding are binding and takes
precedence over other information, such as information on StudyNet (Canvas), on lecturers' websites and information in
lectures etc.

Any references and links to third-party content within the fact sheet are only of a supplementary, informative nature and
lie outside the area of responsibility of the University of St.Gallen.

Documents and materials are only relevant for central examinations if they are available by the end of the lecture period
(CWS51) at the latest. In the case of centrally organised mid-term examinations, the documents and materials up to CW 42
are relevant for testing.

Binding nature of the fact sheets:

® Course information as well as examination date (organised centrally/decentrally) and form of examination: from
bidding start in CW 34 (Thursday, 25 August 2022);

® Examination information (regulations on aids, examination contents, examination literature) for decentralised
examinations: in CW 42 (Monday, 17 October 2022);

® Examination information (regulations on aids, examination contents, examination literature) for centrally
organised mid-term examinations: in CW 42 (Monday, 17 October 2022);

® Examination information (regulations on aids, examination contents, examination literature) for centrally
organised examinations: two weeks before the end of the registration period in CW 45 (Monday, 7 November 2022).
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